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DESCRIPTION

Contentious, rebellious, inventive and self-destructive, the avant garde became a vital component of 20th century art.  By continually attacking the mainstream, and then being appropriated by it, the avant garde gave new energy to theatre and drama.  Now, in a new century, many wonder if this rebellion has died.

This continues our discussion of Modernism from World Repertory.  We will not include any of the plays we studied in that class, but will need to refer back to Ubu Roi, Woyzeck, and Hamletmachine.

We will begin with the idea of the avant garde itself, discussing both theory and practice.   Then, the course will focus on the historical avant gardes—symbolism, surrealism, Dada—examining both the causes and methods of their revolt.  We will then look Artaud, Brook, and Grotowski, including their influences and those they influenced, including the American performance groups of the 1960s.  Next we will examine how ideas of performance and art were challenged with Happenings and performance art.  We will then look at postmodernism and the auteur director. We will conclude with contemporary artists, hoping to address the question: “is avant garde theatre dead?”
REQUIRED MATERIALS
Plays (on Moodle or given out in class)

The Yellow Sound, Kandinsky
Interior, Maeterlink 
The Ghost Sonata, Strindberg

Man and the Masses, Toller

The Gas Heart, Tzara

The Spurt of Blood, Artaud

Marat/Sade, Weiss

Paradise Now, The Living Theatre (Beck et al)

Kaspar, Handke
A Letter To Queen Victoria, Wilson

Songs of The Dragons Flying to Heaven, Lee
The Law of Remains, Abdoh

Essays (on Moodle or given out in class)
Videos (on reserve in the library)
Germany—Dada Alphabet
Akropolis

Marat/Sade 
Paradise Now
Absolute Wilson
House/Lights

Butoh: Body on the edge of crisis.
course work

Seminar Participation (350 points)
Students are required to participate in class discussion.  They are expected to have read the material and formulated at least one intellectual response to, and one sophisticated question about, the material.  I will also expect students to initiate class discussion, with advance notice,  at least once during the semester. \
Project (350 points)  More information to come.
Students will be responsible for one project to be presented at the end of the semester.  This project may involve, but is not limited to, performance, playwriting, creation of an installation, Happenings, documentation and experimentation. More information will be provided.

Essays (300 points—150 points each) More information to come.
Students will be required to write 2 short essays (4 pages each ) in response to prompt questions.  
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SCHEDULE
Class
Topic



Plays



Essays

9/4
The Idea of the Avant Garde
The Yellow Sound

Calinescu, Goldberg, Cardullo
9/11
Revolt /Symbolism/ Strindberg/
Interior/The Ghost Sonata
Jarry, Appia, Craig, 
Expressionist beginnings




9/25      Expressionism/ Dada/ 

Man and The Masses/

Kornfeld, Hasenclever

Surrealism


The Gas Heart


V: Germany—Dada Alphabet
10/2
Futurism/Constructivism/
Futurist texts


Marinetti, et al., Lissitzky, 

Bauhaus 






Schlemmer
10/9
Ritual/Anthropology/ Artaud
Spurt of Blood


Artaud










10/16
Grotowski/Brook

Marat/Sade


Grotowski, Brook
V: Akropolis/Marat/Sade 
10/23
Performance Groups

Paradise Now


Schechner, Malina, Beck









V: Paradise Now
10/30
 Happenings / Butoh/ performance art



Kaprow, Hijikata
V: Butoh: Body on the edge of crisis.
11/6
Postmodernism/Wilson

Kaspar/



Handke, Müller
Letter for Queen Victoria 
V: Absolute Wilson
11/13
NO CLASS.  MONDAY SCHEDULE
11/20
Bogart/Seban/Foreman/Wooster Group



Serban, Foreman, LeCompte
V: House/Lights
11/27
NO CLASS.  HANUKKAH AND THANKSGIVING BEGIN

12/4
Contemporary


Songs of the Dragons Flying 
Jones, Feral, Dasgupta, Mufson 
to Heaven/Law of Remains
TBA
Project presentations

